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Worship Plan for Sunday, May 5, 2024  

Sixth Sunday of Easter 

ELW Holy Communion Setting Ten 

 

WELCOME 

This Sunday’s image of the life the risen Christ shares with us is 

the image of friendship. We are called to serve others as Jesus 

came to serve; but for John’s gospel, the image of servanthood is too hierarchical, too distant, to 

capture the essence of life with Christ. Friendship captures the love, the joy, the deep mutuality 

of the relationship into which Christ invites us. The Greeks believed that true friends are willing 

to die for each other. This is the mutual love of Christian community commanded by Christ and 

enabled by the Spirit. Let us take a moment now to prepare our hearts and minds for God's 

service. 

 

PRELUDE G Minor Prelude by Buxtehude 

 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the wellspring of grace, 

our Easter and our joy. 

Amen. 

Look, here is water! 

Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 

Immersed in the promises of baptism, 

let us give thanks for what God has done for us. 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning 

your voice thundered over the deep 

and water became the essence of life. 

Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers. 

The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day. 

Miriam led the dancing as your people passed through the sea 

into freedom’s land. 

In a desert pool the Ethiopian official 

entered your boundless baptismal life. 

Look, here is water! 

Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 

At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John 

and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 

By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection 
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you opened the floodgates of your reconciling love, 

freeing us to live as Easter people. 

We rejoice with glad hearts, 

giving all honor and praise to you, 

through the risen Christ, our source of living water, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Look, here is water! 

Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 

 

GATHERING SONG I Come with Joy (ELW 482) 

1 I come with joy, a child of God, 

forgiven, loved, and free, 

the life of Jesus to recall 

in love laid down for me, 

in love laid down for me. 

 

2 I come with Christians far and near 

to find, as all are fed, 

the new community of love 

in Christ's communion bread, 

in Christ's communion bread. 

 

3 As Christ breaks bread and bids us share, 

each proud division ends. 

The love that made us, makes us one, 

and strangers now are friends, 

and strangers now are friends. 

 

4 The Spirit of the risen Christ, 

unseen, but ever near, 

is in such friendship better known, 

alive among us here, 

alive among us here. 

 

5 Together met, together bound 

by all that God has done, 

we'll go with joy, to give the world 

the love that makes us one, 

the love that makes us one. 
 

Text © 1971, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. ONE LICENSE: #734503-A valid 4/17/2023-

4/16/2024 Music: Public Domain 
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GREETING 

Alleluia! Christ is Risen! 

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

The joy and peace of our risen Lord and Savior be with you all.  

And also with you. 

 

KYRIE (ELW p. 203) 

Have mercy on us, Lord, and hear our solemn prayer. 

We come to hear your living word; it saves us from despair. 

Have mercy on us, Christ, and wash away our sin. 

Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may begin. 

Have mercy on us, Lord, make sin and shame depart. 

Renew us with your saving pow’r; create in us new hearts! 

 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 204) 

Come, let us join our cheerful songs with angels round the throne; 

ten thousand thousand are their tongues, but all their joys are one. 

“Worthy the Lamb that died,” they cry, “to be exalted thus!” 

“Worthy the Lamb,” our lips reply, “for he was slain for us!” 

Jesus is worthy to receive honor and pow’r divine; 

and blessings, more than we can give, be, Lord, forever thine. 

Let all creation join in one to bless the sacred name 

of God who sits upon the throne, and to adore the Lamb. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 205) 

Let us pray.  

O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding. Pour into our 

hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain your promises, which 

exceed all we can desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING: Acts 10:44-48 
While Peter shares the good news of Jesus with a Gentile soldier and his family, the Holy Spirit comes upon 

them. Recognizing that the Spirit works inclusively in the lives of both Jews and Gentiles, Peter commands that 

these Gentiles also be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. 

    44While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. 45The 

circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit 
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had been poured out even on the Gentiles, 46for they heard them speaking in tongues and 

extolling God. Then Peter said, 47“Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people 

who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48So he ordered them to be baptized in the 

name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days. 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 98 

 1Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done | marvelous things, 

  whose right hand and holy arm have | won the victory. 

 2O LORD, you have made | known your victory, 

  you have revealed your righteousness in the sight | of the nations. 

 3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the | house of Israel; 

  all the ends of the earth have seen the victory | of our God. 

 4Shout with joy to the LORD, | all you lands; 

  lift up your voice, re- | joice, and sing. R 

 5Sing to the LORD 
| with the harp, 

  with the harp and the | voice of song. 

 6With trumpets and the sound | of the horn 

  shout with joy before the | king, the LORD. 

 7Let the sea roar, and | all that fills it, 

  the world and those who | dwell therein. 

 8Let the rivers | clap their hands, 

  and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, who comes to | judge the earth. 

 9The LORD will judge the | world with righteousness 

  and the peo- | ples with equity. R 

 

SECOND READING: 1 John 5:1-6 
God’s children believe that Jesus is the Messiah and love God by keeping God’s commandments. Thus the 

world is conquered not through military might but through love and faith. 

1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves 

the parent loves the child. 2By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love 

God and obey his commandments. 3For the love of God is this, that we obey his 

commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, 4for whatever is born of God 

conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers the world, our faith. 5Who is it that 

conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 

 6This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but with 

the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth. 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 205) 

Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word. 

Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred. 

Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring. 

 

GOSPEL: John 15:9-17 
On the night of his arrest, Jesus delivers a final testimony to his disciples to help them in the days ahead. Here, 

he repeats the most important of all his commands, that they love one another. 

The holy gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said:] 9“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10If you keep 

my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments 

and abide in his love. 11I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that 

your joy may be complete. 

 12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13No one has 

greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14You are my friends if you do 

what I command you. 15I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know 

what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you 

everything that I have heard from my Father. 16You did not choose me but I chose you. And I 

appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever 

you ask him in my name. 17I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON (ELW p. 206) 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love (ELW 708) 

Refrain 

 Jesu, Jesu, 

fill us with your love, 

 show us how to serve  

the neighbors we have from you. 

 

1 Kneels at the feet of his friends, 

 silently washes their feet, 

 master who acts as a slave to them.  Refrain 

 

2 Neighbors are wealthy and poor, 

 varied in color and race, 

 neighbors are nearby and far away.  Refrain 

 

3 These are the ones we will serve, 
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 these are the ones we will love; 

 all these are neighbors to us and you.  Refrain 

 

4 Kneel at the feet of our friends, 

 silently washing their feet: 

 this is the way we will live with you.  Refrain 
 

Text and music © 1969 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. ONE LICENSE: #734503-A valid 4/17/2023  

4/16/2024 

 

CREED (ELW p. 104) 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the church, the 

world, and all those in need of good news. 

Your Holy Spirit falls upon all who hear the word. Fill your church with the gifts of your Spirit 

and give understanding hearts to those who strengthen our commitments with our ecumenical 

and interreligious partners. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

You speak and the face of the earth is renewed. Revive your creation, that habitats and every 

kind of living thing might flourish. Protect endangered species and help us to care for all your 

creatures. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Your world is divided and the nations rage. Grant wisdom and vision to world leaders, that they 

may seek justice, peace, and the good of all. Strengthen international partnerships and 

cooperation. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Your children are in need. Comfort all those who suffer, especially those afflicted by anxiety, 

depression, and mental illness. Help us to be conduits of your love in our care for one another. 

(We pray especially for Ralph, Shirley, Jim, Melissa, Heather, Lars, Anna, Chris, Susan, 

Cheryl, the Fauth family, the Gimple family and these others we name now in our hearts and 

with our voices (pause for names to be spoken). God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Your work is done in this place with our hands. Bless the ministries of this congregation that we 

may embody your love for the world. Inspire those who plan and lead worship, council 

members, committee members, and volunteers. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Your blessed saints now rest in you. Give us thankful hearts for those who have gone before us 

especially Grace and Rolly. At the last, bring us all together around your heavenly banquet 

table. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 

abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE (ELW p. 206) 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

SHARING GOD'S ABUNDANCE 

The Greeks believed that true friends are willing to die for each other. This is the mutual love of 
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Christian community commanded by Christ. Enabled by the Spirit may our hearts be 

transformed that we can share God's abundance with all those in need through this community 

in Christ. If you have abundance to share this morning please raise your hand and an usher will 

come by to collect it that it may further our ministry and liberally scatter the seeds of Christ's 

love. 

 

OFFERING MUSIC O For a Thousand Tongues arr. by Rutz 

  

SETTTING OF THE TABLE Be Not Afraid (ELW 388) 

Be not afraid, sing out for joy! 

Christ is risen, alleluia! 

Be not afraid, sing out for joy! 

Christ is risen, alleluia! 
 

Text and music © 1998 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights 

reserved. Used by permission. ONE LICENSE: #734503-A valid 4/17/2023-4/16/2024 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Risen One, 

you call us to believe and bear fruit. 

May the gifts that we offer here 

be signs of your abiding love. 

Form us to be your witnesses in the world, 

through Jesus Christ, our true vine. 

Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

DIALOGUE (ELW p. 206) 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE (ELW p. 207) 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 
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who in dying has destroyed death, 

and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 

with earth and sea and all their creatures, 

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 207) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest, 

hosanna in the highest. 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

O God triune, how majestic 

is your name in all the earth. 

Over the eons your merciful might 

evolved our home, a fragile tree of life. 

Here by your wisdom 

are both life and death, 

growth and decay, 

the nest and the hunt, 

sunshine and storm, 

darkness and light. 

Sustained by these wonders, 

we creatures of dust join in the ancient song: 

The earth is full of your glory. 

The earth is full of your glory. 

  

O God triune, you took on our flesh in Jesus our healer. 

In Christ you bring life from death; 

we remember his cross, 

we laud his resurrection. 

Broken like bread, he enlivens our body. 

Outpoured like wine, he fills the earth with goodness. 

Receiving this mystery, 

we mortals sing our song: 

The earth is full of your glory. 

The earth is full of your glory. 
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We praise you for the heart of Jesus, 

so filled with your love for this earth. 

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Gathered around this table, 

we your children unite in this song: 

The earth is full of your glory. 

The earth is full of your glory. 

  

O God triune, you create the worlds, 

you uphold the living, 

you embrace the dead. 

Send forth your Spirit 

and renew the face of the earth. 

Strengthen us for our journey with this meal, 

the body and blood of Christ. 

Give us a future that trusts in you 

and cares for your earth. 

Empowered by your promises, 

we rise from our deaths 

to praise you again: 

The earth is full of your glory. 

The earth is full of your glory. 

  

Amen, and amen. 

Amen, and amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 208) 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
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hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Receive who you are become what you receive. 

The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread. 

Come and eat at God’s table where all people are welcome. 

 

COMMUNION (ELW p. 208) 

The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

Amen. 

 

COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 208) 

O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; 

you suffered death our lives to save: have mercy now, we pray. 

O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; 

you set us free from guilt and grave: have mercy now, we pray. 

O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; 

eternal peace with God you made: give us your peace, we pray. 
 

Text: Public Domain Music: Music © 1995 Augsburg Fortress Used by permission. ONE LICENSE: #734503-A valid 4/17/2023-4/16/2024 

 

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC Lord Whose Love in Humble Service arr. by Krause 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Shepherding God, 

you have prepared a table before us 

and nourished us with your love. 

Send us forth from this banquet 

to proclaim your goodness 

and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, 
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our redeemer and friend. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

SENDING OF COMMUNION (ELW p. 209) 

Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed 

Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament with 

those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish and strengthen 

those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding presence 

through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS (ELW p. 209) 

 

BLESSING 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

The God of resurrection power, 

the Christ of unending joy, 

and the Spirit of Easter hope 

☩ bless you now and always. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG O God beyond All Praising (ELW 880) 

1 O God beyond all praising, we worship you today 

 and sing the love amazing that songs cannot repay; 

 for we can only wonder at ev'ry gift you send, 

 at blessings without number and mercies without end: 

 we lift our hearts before you and wait upon your word, 

 we honor and adore you, our great and mighty Lord. 

 

2 The flow'r of earthly splendor in time must surely die, 

its fragile bloom surrender to you, the Lord most high; 

but hidden from all nature the eternal seed is sown— 

though small in mortal stature, to heaven's garden grown: 

for Christ, your gift from heaven, from death has set us free, 

and we through him are given the final victory. 

 

3 Then hear, O gracious Savior, accept the love we bring, 

 that we who know your favor may serve you as our King; 
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 and whether our tomorrows be filled with good or ill, 

 we'll triumph through our sorrows and rise to bless you still: 

 to marvel at your beauty and glory in your ways, 

 and make a joyful duty our sacrifice of praise. 
 

Text © 1982, 1987 by Jubilate Hymns (admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188). All rights reserved. Used by permission. ONE LICENSE:  

#734503-A valid 4/17/2023-4/16/2024 Music: Public Domain 

 

DISMISSAL 

Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 
Upcoming Commemorations 

 

Julian of Norwich, renewer of the church, died around 1416 

Wednesday, May 8, 2024 

When she was about thirty years old, Julian (or Juliana) reported visions that she later compiled into a book, 

Sixteen Revelations of Divine Love, now a classic of medieval mysticism. The visions declared that love was 

the meaning of religious experience, provided by Christ who is love, for the purpose of love. 

 

Victor the Moor, martyr, died 303 (TFF) 

Wednesday, May 8, 2024 

Also known as Victor Maurus, this native of the northwest African nation of Mauritania was a soldier in the 

Roman Praetorian Guard. Under the persecution of Maximian, Victor died for his faith at Milan. 

 

Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, renewer of the church, hymnwriter, died 1760 

Thursday, May 9, 2024 

When he was 22, a group of Moravians asked permission to live on Zinzendorf's land. He agreed, and 

eventually worldwide Moravian missions emanated from this community. Zinzendorf participated in these 

missions, and is also remembered for writing hymns characteristic of his Pietistic faith. 
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